NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST PHASE
might be. And Napoleon, indeed, blurted out the truth at St. Helena in the presence of his little circle. He had just received a letter stating that there was a great change of opinion in France. "Ah!" he exclaims, "were we but in England." Moreover, he would have been the innocent object of all sorts of legal questions, which would have tormented the government. As it was, Admiral Lord Keith was chased round his own fleet through an entire day by a lawyer with a writ, on account of Napoleon.
Lastly, and we suspect that this weighed most with our rulers, he would have become the centre of much sympathy, and even admiration, in England itself. For Great Britain, though victorious, was by no means contented. When we recall her internal history from Waterloo till Napoleon's death, we can well understand that the presence within her United Kingdoms of the triumphant child of the revolution would not have been considered by the Tory ministry as a strength or support to their government. " You know enough," writes Liverpool to Castlereagh, "of the feelings of people in this country not to doubt that he would become an object of curiosity immediately, and possibly of compassion in the course of a few months." The innumerable visitors who flocked to see him at Plymouth confirmed the prescience of our premier. There was indeed an extraordinary glamour about the fallen monarch, of which he himself was quite aware. He said with confidence at St. Helena that had he gone to England he would have conquered the hearts of the English. He fascinated Maitland, who took him to England, as he had fascinated Ussher, who had conducted him to Elba. Maitland caused inquiries to be made, after
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